*    CHILDREN    *

wages earned by the toil and suffering, almost it might
be said by the blood, of their children. A custom prevails
of the masters lending money to the parents, which is re-
paid out of the labour of their children. One of these
masters states that in most weeks he lends money to the
parents; that this is regularly done5 that most parents
are always in debt 5 and that the children are kept to
work out the debt of the parents. The same witness fur-
ther states that it is common for parents to hire their
children as headers usually for twelve months, or rather
it is common to make the hiring for three years. No simi-
lar instance came under my notice in other trades.'

No wonder that the 'national interest in negro eman-
cipation' irritated people who felt that a worse slavery-
was going on at home.

The way the children were treated depended both on
the individual for whom they worked and also on the
tone of the neighbourhood.

'In Sedgley they are sometimes struck with a red-hot
iron, and burnt and bruised simultaneously $ sometimes
they have a "flash of lightning" sent at them. When a
bar of iron is drawn white-hot from the forge, it emits
fiery particles which the man commonly flings in a
shower upon the ground by a swing of his arm before
placing the bar upon the anvil. This shower is sometimes
directed at the boy. It may come over his head or face,
his naked arms, or on his breast. If his shirt be open in
front, which is usually the case, the red-hot particles are
lodged therein and he has to shake them out as fast as he
can.'

cln Wednesbury the treatment is better than in any
other town in the district. The boys are not generally
subjected to any severe corporal chastisement, though a
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